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Dear PI,

I am writing to request your participation in a Physics R&D Roadmap for the Innovative Confinement Concepts.  The last exercise of this nature was performed almost 8 years ago, and given that much progress has been made in the ICC program, it is timely for such an activity. It is timely also for another reason. As we advance into the ITER era, there is increasing demand by the system on the justification and accountability of our research program.  The purpose of this exercise will be to document progress, and the scientific basis of the ICC program by identifying the critical physics issues to be investigated.  The resulting publishable document could be consulted in any future administrative review of the program, and also provide the scientific basis for program planning purposes.

At the last ICC Workshop, Simon Woodruff offered to do a similar exercise, perhaps with different motivations. I have decided to accept Simon’s offer and have asked him to lead this effort with me. Please work with him towards producing a document by early next year. Simon has joined the Plasma Science and Innovation Center, recently established at the University of Washington in Seattle. This physics road-mapping exercise is very befitting to one of the roles of the PSI-Center in reaching out to the ICC community, by serving and coordinating the interest of the community.  The exercise should not present a significant burden on your programs: we do not expect a separate meeting for the participants; rather, opportunities for input will be given through a web forum and break-out sessions at the APS and ICC meetings. 

As you know, we are trying to encourage younger scientists to take an active role in fusion energy sciences. Please encourage younger scientists to participate in this process too.

The mission, time-line, and accompanying documents for this exercise can all be found online at http://www.psicenter.org/roadmap

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

Y. C. Francis Thio

Program Manager

Magnetic Alternates and High Energy Density Physics

Office of Fusion Energy Sciences
